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“There will be a trained facilitator on the premises at all times,”
says Craby Lin, co-owner of the Dog Centers of America facilitg in
Winom.

Local spotight

Wixom canine service aims to outdo rivals

Onwmers of Dog Centers of Americn outbet will affer services around the clock for pet owners,

By Megan Swoyer | Special o The Detroll Mews
WINOM = As a bov growing ap in Livonia, Craig Lins per tasies extendad way beyvond the sl Do Caritars of
"We had racing plgeons, an alligator, horses, all Kinds of animals,” Lin said. America
These days, the 48-year-obd animal lover still tends to animals. but pow in a professional way. He » VB A 1000t

will realize one of his lifelong dreams as he opens Dog Cenlers of America in Wixom Aug. |, Lin oo- foo tcity that offers dog
iy Chre. gronming, boandieg

owns the business with Steven Subelsky of Farmingron Hills, e oo
The 11 K-square-food dog complex offers canine daycane, grosming, boarding and training. « Witre: AEEE Misgeiian,
Lin Bopes b fetch mone basiness tham his competitors by offéning around-the-clock canz. “"‘E“ o
“There will be a trained facilitator on the premises an all tmes,” Lin said, . mm?:m
The facility is structured o enhance a dog’s health, Lin said. CEB00), v, dOgEBnlers. com,

A huge romp room. divided with areas for multiple-size dogs, a pappy area and Web comseros are , m:m

just some of the amenities, .

“The Web cams ane great because pet owners can waich iheir dogs play or train while they'ne st
wiork," Lin said.

Trainer Alysia Frenette ieaches dogs everyihing from personal protection and racking o obedience.

Special decor helps =2t the facility apan from other kennels.

Lin pointed to park benches where visitors can sit and watch, creative murals and artificial fire hydramis. trees and boulders.,

"Dogs need exercise, a place 1 romp and they cant always get that in a home,” Lin said.

Professional trainers prodile each dog.

“They interview the owners. look af temiperamsent of the dog, find out about allergies and more,” Lin said.

A pradile it especially inmpomant il a dog pets st while on vacalion with it owner.

In that case, a special tag on the dog alers te finder of the dog oo call Lin's faciliny,

There, a staff member can look up the dog's profile and provide information about the owner, any dog illnesses and
medicalions.

Simuated near the Novi-Wixom border, the location should breed plenty of success, Lin predicis,

Americans own sbout 6% million dogs, acconding 1o the latest survey of the American Pet Products Manufactuners
Association.

Thimy-nine percent of L5, households (or 4006 million) own at least one dog,

“The demographic mix out here in Wixom, with commerce and residential growth, fits right in,” Lin sakd.

“The response so far has been overahelming. People stop us o show us piclunes of their dogs."

Lin is planning an open house from 5-8 pm, July 17,

As for competitors, Lin says, “There is bois of competition and some good people out ihere_*

Boardingkennelsorg, an organization that tracks Kennels in varioss regions, lists about 65 kennels in Michigan,

But Lin isn1 worried aboul what other kennels offer and is focusing on his arengths,

In the last few weeks, Lin's challenges have been meeting deadlines for inspection, cemificate of occupancy, license and the
open house.

“Eut [ thrive on this Kind of pressure. [ Laid it all out like a spory bognd,”

Megan Swayer is o Mefre Derroit freelanoe writer,



